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RESPONSE TO SPECIES ELECTION ttF.QUmKMF.NT 

Mail Stop AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir. 

Applicants have received and reviewed the Office Action mailed October 27, 2006. This 
Office Action was in the form of several species election requirements. Applicants respond with 
the following elections of species. 

Peroxv Cgmpongd 

The Office Action asserts that the present application relates to patentably distinct species 
of peroxy compound including peroxyacetic acid and mono-isobutyl perglutarate. Without 
acquiescing to this assertion, Applicants provide the following complete response to this species 
election requirement 

Applicants acknowledge that the Office Action indicates that claims 44-51 and 53-63 are 
generic. 

First, Applicants respectfully traverse and request withdrawal of this species election 
requirement. Applicants respectfully submit that the presently claimed methods can readily be 
searched with any peroxy compound. Therefore, all of these asserted species can be readily 
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searched and examined together as single group. Applicants respectfully request search and 
examination of methods employing peroxy compounds such as peroxycarboxylic acids, 
including peroxyacetic acid and raono-isobutyl perghitarate. 

Second, if the species election requirement remains in its present form, Applicants 
respectfully request search and examination of the species of peroxyacetic acid. Applicants 
submit that at least each of pending claims 44-63 reads on or can include methods employing 
peroxyacetic acid. 

Carboxvlic Acirt 

Ine Office Action asserts that the present application relates to patentably distinct species 
of carboxylic acid including acetic, acid and heptanoic acid. Without acquiescing to this 
assertion, Applicants provide the following complete response to this species election 
requirement. 

Applicants acknowledge that the Office Action indicates that chums 44-63 arc generic. 

First, Applicants respectfully traverse and request withdrawal of this species election 
requirement. Applicants respectfully submit that the presently claimed method, can readily be 
searched with any carboxylic acid. Therefore, all of these asserted species can be readily 
searched and examined together as single group. Applicants respectfully request search and 
examination of methods employing carboxylic acids such as acetic acid and heptanoic acid. 

Second, if the species election requirement remains in its present form, Applicants 
respectfully request search and exatnination of the species of acetic acid. Applicants submit that 
at least each of pending claims 44-63 reads on or can include methods employing acetic acid. 

giant Tissue 

The Office Action asserts that the present application relates to putentably distinct species 
of plant tissue including fruit, bark, and leaves. Without acquiescing to this assertion, Applicants 
provide the following complete response to this species election requirement. 

Applicants acknowledge that the Office Action indicates that claims 44-63 are generic 
First, Applicants respectfully traverse and request withdrawal of this species election 
requirement. Applicants respectfully submit that the inventive concept is independent of any 
particular plant tissue. Further, Applicants respectfully submit that the presently claimed 
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methods can readily be searched for any plant tissue. Therefore, all of these asserted species can 
be readily searched and examined together as single group. Applicants respectfully request 
search and examination of methods including applying to plant tissue such as fruit, bark, and 
leaves. 

Second, if the species election requirement remains in its present form, Applicants 
respectfully request search and examination of the species of leaves. Applicants submit that at 
least each of pending claims 44-63 reads on or can include methods employing applying 
composition to leaves. 

Plant 

The Office Action asserts that the present application relates to patentably distinct species 
of plant including fruit tree. Without acquiescing to this assertion, Applicants provide the 
following complete response to this species election requirement 

Applicants acknowledge that the Office Action indicates that chums 44^5 and 48-63 are 
generic. 

First, Applicants respectfully traverse and request withdrawal of this species election 
requirement. Applicants respectfully submit that the inventive concept is independent of any 
particular plant. Further, Applicants respectfully submit that the presently claimed methods can 
readily be searched for any plant. Therefore, all of these asserted species can be readily searched 
and examined together as single group. Applicants respectfully request search and examination 
of methods including applying to any plant such as a fruit tree. 

Second, if the species election requirement remains in its present form, Applicants 
respectfully request search and examination of the species of fruit tree. Applicants submit that at 
least each of pending claims 44-63 reads on or can include methods employing applying 
composition to a fruit tree. 
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Summary 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, Applicant respectfully requests a Notice 
of Allowance, if the Examiner believes a telephone conference would advance the prosecution 
of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the below-listed - 
telephone number. 



Respectfully submitted, 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
(612)332^5300 



Date: 



MTS:kf 



Mark T. Skoog 
Reg. No. 40,178 




23552 

PATENT TR4DZMAIUC OFFICE 
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